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F2024 CUPOLA HOUSE MEMBERSHIP WELCOME AND F2023 ANNUAL REPORT 

As you gaze upon the Cupola House and Gardens, you can sometimes imagine tales of a 

bygone era, where elegance was a way of life.  We may conjure up images of people strolling 

through the gardens and going in and out of a house that now stands as a resolute guardian of 

memories etched in the very essence of the structure.  Each curve and twist of the architecture 

weaves a story of craftsmanship and artistry which visitors still marvel at today.  And the story 

of the removal of the first-floor woodwork 105 years ago still affects us.  We continue to work 

on trying to bring that back home, but the fact that it was so beautifully replicated in the 

1960’s by local craftsmen is a fantastic testimony to our survival and relevance today.  Stay 

tuned for more developments. 

But I digress…this is supposed to be a time to share how we are doing via an Annual Report 

which our By-Laws direct us to share each year. 

It’s about more than just numbers though, but I do want to share some with you, so you can 

better understand what your membership participation means from a broader perspective. 

A portion of each membership ($5.00) is reinvested in the Cupola House Association, Inc. on 

an annual basis and that investment is held in a protected, restricted fund.   Our total income 

for 2023 fiscal year was $28,422.26. Our total expenses for FY2023 were $43,725.07.  The 

negative cash flow of $15,303.71 was covered by surplus from FY2022.  We had record profits 

generated from our  biennial major fundraiser, Easels 2022, which was put into a Money Mar-

ket so we could draw on that to help cover any overages. 

The Cupola House Association, Inc., website was modified to allow new and returning mem-

bers to pay by credit card using the Stripe System.   

There has been a big push to recruit and train additional Docents for the Cupola House and 

we hope to be able to open our doors to the public more often in the future.  We currently 

have 19 docents who spent 75 hours offering tours with additional special tours for 568 guests.   

Our beautiful gardens are a source of constant joy and inspiration because of the efforts of the 

23 weeders (several are new this year) with about 10 being here most Wednesdays — even on 

the hot days of summer.  They work an average of 3 hours per week with a conservative esti-

mate of 1200 hours spent on the Cupola House Gardens alone!  Last fall 2,167 bulbs were 

planted to the absolute delight of our visitors as well as our gardeners.  Accolades are given 

often and are justifiable. 

Last year, we had 25 Community Christmas Trees in the garden area with over 12,000 warm 

white lights and imaginative decorations adding to the existing magical ambience. 
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We now have SignUp Genius!! 

 

DID YOU KNOW?                     BY LOUISE ARTMAN 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

There are several ways you, as a 

Cupola House Association mem-

ber, can participate in communi-

ty events.  In an effort to stream-

line signups this year, a SignUp 

Genius account has been created 

that will allow us to better man-

age everyone’s time and prevent 

duplication of efforts.  Look for 

links in the coming weeks to sign 

up for decorating Christmas 

trees, baking Christmas cookies 

and providing docent time during 

the Candlelight Tour Wassail  

Bowl. 

FALL 2023 
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September 2023 

9/14:  CHA Board Meeting   

9/30:  Membership Garden  

     Reception 

October 2023 

10/12:   CHA Board Meeting 

10/13:   Cocktail Party** 

Auction Donation by CHA to        

Chowan Hospital Foundation 

10/26:   Albemarle  

        Antiquarians** 

November 2023 

11/9 :   CHA Board Meeting 

11/29-30:  Community   

Christmas Trees Decorating  

in the Garden 

 

December 2023 

12/14 – CHA Board Meeting 

12/8—9:  Wassail Bowl 

Annual Christmas Candlelight 

Tour 

 
** Indicates private, fee-based requested tours 

for special interest groups. While these tours 

require Cupola House Association resources 

and knowledgeable tour guides, they are not 

open either to the public or to our membership 

and we have to suspend other tours during that 

time. We are a viable resource to the communi-

ty and a visit to Edenton is not complete with-

out seeing the Cupola House and Gardens.  



Membership Reception  
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Social Media is an increasingly 

important medium for us to 

generate interest in The Cupo-

la House.  Since the first of the 

year, we have had a dedicated 

volunteer Board member take 

on the responsibility to devel-

op and post information on the 

social media platforms.  We 

have seen a 17% increase on 

Instagram with flat numbers 

for Facebook.  While we still 

publish a printed Newsletter, 

we also offer the contents 

online, which is new for us. 

Lastly, the Cupola House and 

Gardens , as well as other his-

toric sites, all have stories 

which bring them alive, be-

coming a source of local identi-

ty and pride, connecting resi-

dents to their community’s 

history and enriching the col-

lective spirit.  Community en-

gagement through restoration 

projects fosters a sense of 

pride and ownership, with vol-

unteers working together to 

protect their shared heritage.   
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PRESIDENT’S         
MESSAGE             
(CONT’D FROM PAGE 1) 
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WEEDERS EXPAND  
COMMUNITY            
OUTREACH 

Our wonderful group of 
Wednesday Weeders has 
been approached about help-
ing to bring the Shepard-
Pruden Library gardens and 
fountain back to life.  This 
dedicated group of volunteers 
has agreed to take on the pro-
ject as part of our community 
outreach.  Sherry Jordan is 
guiding the work and works 
with many of the Wednesday 
Weeders to remove the old 
landscape fabric and add soil 
and plants to the beds.  Plans 
are underway to work on oth-
er beds so that this will be an 
inviting and useful addition 
to our library for the commu-
nity.  Jared Jacavone, librari-
an, is starting a seed ex-
change and a tool sharing 
program to encourage gar-
dening.  We will use many 
pollinator plants to help chil-
dren understand their im-
portance, useful for children's 
programs.   

 
 

 

 

SPECIAL SHOUT OUT TO THE CHOWAN 
COUNTY MAINTENANCE STAFF WHO   
REPAIRED THE FOUNTAIN AND               
REPLACED ITS STONES, SETTING THE 
PACE FOR REVITALIZED FLOWER BEDS 
BY OUR WEEDER GROUP.   4 



“The Cupola House is fortunate to have a Board member 
with Don's well recognized talents.  He has worked         
tirelessly for decades in examining, exploring, restoring, 
and preserving this nationally recognized structure.” 

Our talented Board member, Don Jordon, continues to make 
progress on the recreation of the "8 Arm Mahogany Chairs" 
made by Samuel Black that originally sat in Francis Corbin's Cu-
pola House dining room.  Don received permission to create ex-
acting templates of one of the four remaining original armchairs 
when it was displayed in Edenton for the 250th anniversary of 
the Cupola House.  Don is close to completing the fifth armchair 
of the eight he is planning.  The Board has agreed to place one of 
Don's armchairs on loan to the Museum of the Albemarle as a 
part of their upcoming exhibit entitled Crafted From Wood, 
which opens on November 9, 2023.  The armchair will be dis-
played for the first year of the three year exhibit alongside the 
piecrust, ball-and-claw round tea table that compelling evidence 
points to as also being a part of the commission created by Black 
for Corbin's Cupola House.  During the exhibit, Don's other four 
completed armchairs will be on display in the Cupola House din-
ing room as he works to complete the last three examples.   

The Cupola House is fortunate 
to have a Board member with 
Don's well recognized tal-
ents.  He has worked tirelessly 
for decades in examining, ex-
ploring, restoring, and pre-
serving this nationally recog-
nized structure.  There is no 
doubt that Don literally knows 
more about the construction of 
the Cupola House than any 
other living individual.  It was 
Don's discovery of the nine 
modern gouges needed to ex-
actly replicate Black's arm-
chairs, based on the templates 
he created, that opened the 
door to the knowledge that the 
same nine tools would repli-
cate all the original woodwork 
found in the Cupola House, 
both interior and exterior, and 
that three of the nine tools 
would replicate all the carving 
on the piecrust round tea table 
that will be displayed in the 
exhibit. This led to the obvious 
conclusion that all three, the 
house, the armchairs, and the 
round tea table, were created 
with the same original tools,  

 

therefore pointing to their cre-
ation by a single craftsman, 
now shown to be Samuel 
Black.  And this is just one ex-
ample of the discoveries made 
over the years through Don's 
efforts.  

Those that know Don know 
that he does not seek the lime-
light, but some years ago he 
did agree to participate in an 
article written about his career 
for the N C State alumni maga-
zine.  A copy of the photo from 
that article is included 
here.  With the prospect of the 
return of the original first floor 
Cupola House woodwork from 
the Brooklyn Museum, hope-
fully in the next several years, 
who better than Don to lead 
those efforts and oversee that 
project.  When you see Don, 
please thank him for all his 
years of dedication and service 
to our organization and for 
sharing his talents to preserve 
and discover the many secrets 
of one of the most important 
structures in our country, the 
Cupola House.  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

  By Tom Newbern         5 



C
H

E
C

K
 O

U
T

 O
U

R
 N

E
W

 B
R

O
C

H
U

R
E

! 
L

O
O

K
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
M

 A
T

 V
IS

IT
O

R
 E

N
T

R
Y

 P
O

IN
T

S
 T

H
R

O
U

G
H

O
U

T
 T

O
W

N
 

                            6 



CUPOLA HOUSE     
ASSOCIATION, INC. 

The Cupola House is a 

historic house museum in 

Edenton, North Carolina. 

Built in 1756–1758, it is 

the second oldest build-

ing in Edenton, and the 

only known  surviving 

example in the American 

South of a "jutt," or over-

hanging second floor. It 

was declared a National 

Historic Landmark in 

1970. Wikipedia  

 

 

Photo by Watson Brown 

 

 

Mailing Address Label 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Cupola House     
Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 311 
Edenton,  NC  27932 

 
www.cupolahouse.org 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cupola_House_(Edenton,_North_Carolina)

